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By:  Pastor Will Hesterberg 
 

John Blanchard has, in this short 37 page 
booklet, masterfully provided us with a very 
useful apologetics tool to give away.  Apolo-
getics refers to giving a defense, a reasoned 
explanation for what and why we believe as 
we do.  Peter tells us to always be prepared 
to give an answer to everyone who asks you 
to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. 
 

Blanchard moves seamlessly from topic to 
topic, covering the various questions or ob-
jections that a not-yet-Christian might have 
toward Christianity.  He begins with “The 
search” for somebody out there; moves to 
“The faith factor” of the interconnections 
between faith and reason, and explores “The 
blind alley” of agnosticism, “The desert” of 
atheism, and “The vacuum” of various world 
religions.  Next he explains why “The truth” 
of the Bible should be considered, and how 

God’s sovereignty is 
necessary.  And this is 
just the first half of 
the booklet!  The 
booklet follows with 
other short provoca-
tive topics such as 
“The assassin,” “The 
fingerprint,” “The pre-
tender,”, “The attack,” “The plague,” “The 
exception,” “The mediator,” “The hinge,” 
“The needs, and “The way in.” 
 

Since Blanchard writes in a winsome and 
convincing style and offers copious quotes 
from many sources, I would heartily recom-
mend Christians purchase this book (I was 
able to buy a copy on half.com for $2.05), 
read it, and prayerfully share it with family 
and friends.  And then, since it contains 
many great conversation starters, plan to get 
together and talk with those with whom you 
have shared this book. 

Concord Presbyterian 
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Presbyterian Church in America Concord Vine 
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Concord  Worship 

Service Attendance : 
— 

Sept 20 -  144 

Sept 27 -  147 

Oct 4 - 151 

Oct 11 - 126 

 

New Harmony  

Worship Service 

Attendance : 
— 

Sept 20 -  32 

Sept 27 -  25 

Oct 4 - 36 

Oct 11 - 28 

 

First Fall Family Retreat 

The King is Coming! Christmas is Coming! 

By: Kimberlee Doyle 
 
Do you hear the trumpets? Do you see the 
lords and ladies entering the court?  Can 
you see the court jester? The King is com-
ing! Make way for the King! 
 
Our Christmas VBS, December 5, will have 
a medieval theme with lords, ladies, 
knights, a jester and, of course, the King. 
Come and have a taste of the King’s court 
and enjoy a day of royalty. 
 
That’s right, we are going to have a one-
day VBS at Christmas time!  It will be on 
Saturday, December 5, from 8:30 in the 
morning to 3:00 in the afternoon.  Just 
like this past summer, there will be funny 
actors, exciting Bible stories, great games, 
cool crafts, fabulous food, songs, and a 
VBS store where you will be able to select 
Christmas presents for members in your 
family with points that you will be earning 

during the day.  
Save that date 
for a royal day 
of excitement 
and tell your 
Mom and Dad 
that Christmas VBS is coming.  Have your 
parents fill out the registration form and 
mail it back to us right away! 
 
Information for Parents: 
When: Saturday, December 5th 
Where: Concord Presbyterian Church 
                 338 Covington Drive, Waterloo 
                 (618) 939-7116 
Times: 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Ages: Kindergarten - 6th grade 
Cost: Free! Breakfast and Lunch are pro-
vided! 
 
Space is limited. Be sure to send in your 
registration form early to guarantee your 
child’s spot. 

Join Us Thursday, November 26, 
at 10:00 a.m., for our  

Thanksgiving Worship Service. 

So is Vacation Bible School! 

Can you Help? 

Our one-day Christmas VBS program takes many 
helpful hands of wonderful volunteers to make the day 
a rousing success!  We need teachers, helpers, craft 
coordinators, kitchen help, gift wrappers, and help in 
several other areas as well. Please let Kimberlee Doyle 
know if you can help. (939-5042).  Thank you! 
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The Giving Tree 
By:  Jenny Bullock 

Last year, we started the “Giving Tree” at Concord 
and New Harmony and provided gifts for 35 children 
and adults. We are happy to report that the Giving 
Tree is back again this year!  And, we will again be 

spreading Christmas cheer 
to the residents of Bellefon-
taine Place, as well as to 
young children and babies 
of clients from Life Net-
work. 

The Giving Tree will be lo-
cated in the lobby at Con-
cord, and a display board 
will also be displayed at the 

New Harmony Welcome Table. 
Just take a dove ornament from the 
tree and purchase a present for the 
name listed on the ornament.  Gift 
ideas will be noted on the tag.  We 
ask that the present range in price 
from $15 - $20.  Please wrap your 
present and return it, with the dove gift tag attached, 
by Sunday, December 13. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jenny Bul-
lock at 939-7116 or Bullockjl@gmail.com. 

This year’s ladies’ Christ-
mas luncheon is scheduled 
for Saturday, December 12, 
at noon. The luncheon will 
be a great opportunity to 
put the hustle and bustle 
aside to focus on Christ. 
All ladies and their guests 
are invited to come and 
enjoy a bit of laughter and 
to be encouraged through 
the ministry of the Christ-
mas Queens. 
 
Jacqueline Kneller, Jessica Richards and Tammy 
Fidler, also known as Christmas Queens - Jingle, 
Garland and Twinkle, have been girlfriends for 
over 15 years.  They met in church, and their 
friendship grew from time shared in Bible studies 
and growing through the seasons of life together. 
They have always been able to laugh and find hu-
mor in their daily struggles. Laughter is medicine 
for the soul. 
  
The Queens describe how they came to be:  

 
The “Queens” were born 5 years ago when 
we were asked to hand out door prizes at 

the Ladies Christmas din-
ner at our church, and 
were asked to do some-
thing funny while doing so. 
The Christmas Queens 
delight in the season of 
Christmas but are in a con-
stant battle to keep Jesus 
their King, the reason for 
the season. After all, there 
is no benefit of being the 
Queen of everything but 
forgetting who your King 
is! 

 
All the shopping, baking and decorating is 
always a source of distraction for us 
Queens - we just want to make it fun for 
everyone, after all if we don’t do it, who 
will?  

 
Please join us on December 12 in Waterloo for a 
fun lunch and a time of being with girlfriends and 
sharing laughs with the Christmas Queens.  You 
may just discover that you are a Christmas 
Queen yourself! 

Ladies, Save the Date! Saturday, December 12 



Fellowship  &  
Ministry  

Building & Grounds 
C-Konrad Kloos 939-3156 
 

Custodians 
C- Karen Gleich   
286-3892  
C-Debbie Ripplinger  
473-9376 
NH - Abigail Miller  
281-6788 
 

Deacons 
Charlie Myers 939-3614 

Meals Coordinator 
Rita Wetzel 939-3475 

Missions 
Ken Cooper 282-7781 
 
New Harmony Ladies 
Dayna Miller 281-6788 

Nursing Home Services 
David Wetzel 939-3475 
 

Set-Up Coordinator 
NH-Clyde Limestall 
939-8164 

Supper Club 
Grace Hoffmann 939-6784 

VBS Director 
Kimberlee Doyle  939-5042 
 

WIC 
 
 

Fellowship  
Refreshments 
NH-Nancy Nobbe  
939-8058 
 

Flowers (Sunday) 
Margie Hansen 939-8543 
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By:  Pastor Dawson Miller 
 
On September 13, the New Harmony con-
gregation had an informational meeting.  
It was opened with prayer by Clif Assel-
meier.  A recap of the calendar year 
showed that to date we have averaged 33 
people in our worship service each week, 
with a peak of 43 in April.  We have had 
20 non-Concord visitors so far this year, 
and several of them have worshiped with 
us several times, three of them consis-
tently.  Financially, for the 2008-2009 
fiscal year, New Harmony expenses were 
$71,945.25, (about $2,000 below budget) 
and our giving was $54,707.54. 
 
New Harmony has had ongoing conversa-
tions about our current worship location.  
We have been grateful to the YMCA and 
thankful to the Lord for providing a flexi-
ble and affordable location, but being out-
side of Columbia has proven to be a bigger 
obstacle than originally understood.  
There are several free standing buildings 
which would provide great location and 
ministry opportunities, but the cost is pro-

hibitive.  The Steering Committee is evalu-
ating a possibility to jointly lease space 
with another venture in Columbia.  There 
are two location possibilities that are un-
der evaluation, but nothing has been pro-
posed to the Session at this point.  One of 
the priorities in making any move is to 
remain within the current budget limits; if 
there were any additional costs, they 
would need to be covered outside the 
budget. 
 
Ron Schewe reported that the Evaluation 
Committee was nearing the end of their 
work.  The report would be given to the 
Steering Committee to then be presented 
to the Session with recommendations.  
Carole Harres and William Nobbe, mem-
bers of the committee, expressed appre-
ciation to all those who met and shared 
their thoughts and observations. 
 
There was a time of questions and an-
swers, and then the meeting was closed in 
prayer by Jim Meppiel.  

October Family Meeting Recap 

Operation Christmas Child  
Deadline Reminder: Sun, November 15 

Outreach and Missions: 
 

We are collecting gently used coats, scarves, 
hats, gloves, and blankets to assist existing 
organizations that are ministering to the 
homeless. If you have any to donate, please 
drop them off at the church as soon as  
possible. Thank you! 
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Rene and Lani are natives of the Philippines, and 
both came to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
through Campus Crusade for Christ and Naviga-
tor’s ministries, respectively.  Rene holds a bache-
lor’s degree in Agricultural Business and a mas-
ter’s degree in Business Administration.  Lani has 
a bachelor’s degree in Agriculture and a master’s 
degree in Animal Science.  They met while work-
ing at PCARRD’s Technology Packaging for Coun-
tryside Development office, got married in 1986, 
and have two sons.  Both led Bible studies in their 
neighborhood for years, and Rene was a member 
of the Los Banos Christian Reformed Church’s 
outreach committee. 
 
In 1990, the family responded to God’s call to 
serve as teachers in a mission school run by the 
Palau Evangelical Church and Liebenzell Missions 
in the Republic of Palau in the west Caroline Is-
lands.  In 1995, a town in western Mindanao 
(Philippines) was devastated by Muslim rebels, 
and they responded again to God’s call for them to 
serve the Lord among the Muslims in Min-
danao.  
 
After completing their missionary work in Pa-
lau in 1996, they entered Covenant Theologi-
cal Seminary in St. Louis, to pursue seminary 
education. In May 2000, Rene completed his 
Master of Divinity degree, while Lani com-
pleted her Master of Arts in General Theologi-
cal Studies. They returned to the Philippines 
and started the Portal Study Center, a minis-
try to young professionals, high school and 
college students (both Muslims and non-
Muslims) in Cagayan de Oro City in Min-

danao. Rene and Lani are working under the um-
brella of the Presbyterian Mission International 
based at Covenant Theological Seminary.  
 
Since 2001, they have been involved in many min-
istries, including: Bible studies, day care, adult 
literacy classes, health clinics, men’s and women’s 
fellowships, and many more.  They have been min-
istering through the House of Hope Ministry Cen-
ter, the Hillside Learning Center, the Zamboanga 
City Ministry Center (in a Muslim village) where 
Rene and Lani are the only non-Muslims who re-
side in the area. 
 
Their son Iking serves as a volunteer nurse at the 
city hospital since paid nursing positions are usu-
ally tied to local politicians.  Rory, the younger 
son, is currently in college pursuing a degree in 
Information Technology. Both Iking and Rory help 
in the various ministries as their schedule allows.  
 
The Quimbos covet your prayers, and they remain 
grateful to you for your unwavering partnership 
through the years.  May God find us all faithful in 
every thing He has entrusted to us until He comes 
again.  
 
Note:  Because it was necessary to edit this 
article to accommodate space limitations 
for this newsletter, many interesting facts 
could not be included.  Reprints of the 
original article will be available on the ta-
ble in the church foyer. 

Our Missionaries in the Philippines: Reneirio & Lani Quimbo 



It is always a sure sign that the Christmas holi-
days are right around the corner when the deli-
cious cookie aromas fill the Fellowship Hall at 
Concord! The Ladies’ Annual Cookie Exchange 
is scheduled for Friday, November 20, at 
7:00 p.m., at the Concord Fellowship Hall.  All 
ladies are invited! 
 
In order to participate in the exchange, you will 
need to bring seven dozen cookies of the same 
variety, as well as an extra tin or container. This 
year, one dozen of the seven dozen cookies will 
be donated. More details on this will be avail-
able at the exchange. 
 
Additionally, there will be some new activities 
planned for the evening.  Be sure to join the 
ladies for a wonderful evening of fun and fel-
lowship. 

V O L U M E  5 ,  I S S U E  9  P A G E  7  

Join Us for the Ladies’ Cookie Exchange 
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October 9 - 11 

A group of families attended the Fall Family 
Retreat, October 9-11 at YMCA Camp Lake-
wood, in Potosi, MO. Some of the activities 
they participated in included: Rocketry 
(building rockets and flying them); pontoon 
rides, zip lining, ping pong, putt putt golf, 
and hiking.  

Pictured in the photos: 
 

Upper left: Catalina Smith, 
Gretchen Smith, Tommy & 
Sammy Boxdorfer, Laura Berk-
erey with Josie, Luke Berkerey, 
& Kloee Schmeink. 
 

Upper Right: Darren Smith, 
John, Carey, & Kloee Schmeink, 
Gretchen Smith. 
 

Middle: Kloee Schmeink, 
Tommy & Sammy Boxdorfer, 
Eliana Smith & Luke Berkerey 
(behind Tommy). 
 

Bottom Left: Carey Schmeink 
 

Bottom Right: Catalina Smith & 
Kloee Schmeink. 
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Concord/New Harmony September Financials 

Please worship with us  at one of our two locations: 

Waterloo -  Concord 

338 Covington Drive, Waterloo 

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.      Worship: 10:00 a.m. 
 

Columbia - New Harmony 

Sunday Worship at the Monroe County YMCA  

(Located on Rt. 3 between Waterloo & Columbia) 

Worship: 9:00 a.m.       Sunday School: 10:20 a.m. 
 

Our New Harmony Ministry Center is located at: 

207 North Main Street, Suite 106, Columbia 

Our Two Locations 

General Fund Receipts: $21,984 

         (Concord: $19,277 New Harmony: $2,707  

 Weekly Average: $5,496 

 Expenditures:  $26,892 

 Receipts needed wkly for 09/10 Budget: $5,917 
 

 

 

YTD Receipts (General Fund): $73,405 

YTD Expenses (General Fund): $70,169 

 

2009/2010 Budget (ending 6/30) :  $307,678 

 

Designated Giving Totals: 

Mission Trip-09 $386.28   New Harmony Building Fund $11,655 

Belize Teachers $300    New Harmony Choir $10 

Micro Business (Belize) $2,000   Multi-Site Fund $3,111.21 

Martinez (missionary) $1,237.38  Multi-Track Recorder $70  

Concord Building Extension Fund $463.37 Counseling Fund $137 

Sanctuary Sound Improvement $5,620  Educational Resources $605.60 

Community Outreach - Carnival $935  Stephen Ministry $200 

Intern $240.57     Weston Memorial $403 

Virginia Johnson Memorial-Music $1,256 New Harmony Cash $1.27 

Flowers $117.85      WIC $100   

Weather Alert $20    Oak Hill Social $235.41    
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Administration &         
Communication  

Bulletin Mailing 
C-Lorraine McConkey  
281-4882 

Clerk of Session 
Ron Schewe 939-6072 

Newsletter Team 
Dennis & Jenny Bullock  
939-4539 
Donna Maguire  939-8022 
Alice West 939-6857 

Prayer Communication 
Grace Hoffmann 939-6784 

Treasurers 
Margie Hansen 939-8543 
Cleon West 939-6177 

Web Site 
C- Dennis & Jenny Bullock 
939-4539 

Weekly  
Announcements 
C-Erin Stumpf 281-4364 
NH-Steve Glynn 281-5246 

 

 

 

What is ‘success’ in Parenting Teens? 

What sort of goals should a parent 
have as their children reach the 
teenage years?  Unfortunately, west-
ern culture has had a terribly cynical view 
of the teen years. It’s a view that is largely 
biologically based. People tend to see 
teenagers as a collection of raging, rebel 
hormones encased in skin. Of course, the 
idea is that you can’t talk to a hormone. I 
read someone who put it very well. He 
said that if you add the word “teenage” to 
any other word, it becomes a negative. 
Take “teenage driver.” That’s a simple 
instance of how this particular age group 
attracts cynicism. 
 

The problem with this way of looking at 
teens is that it’s a subtle denial of the 
Gospel. That’s a devastating theology. My 
experience is that when parents buy into 
that view of the Gospel for their teenag-
ers, it begins to bleed over into other rela-
tionships. They begin to have doubts 
about whether Christ can reach all sorts 
of people. 
 

That means that simply surviving your 
teens is not enough of a goal. In a sense, 
having survival as a goal is selfish because 
it’s focused simply on getting yourself 
through a difficult time. The other prob-
lem with having survival as a goal is that, 
as parents, we tend to settle for external, 
behaviorist sorts of goals. 
 

Naturally, all parents need to have regula-
tions that control the behavior of their 
children, but it’s not enough of a goal. 
The sort of rule-keeping that we describe 
as behaviorism, which is disconnected 
from the heart, is repudiated throughout 
the Bible and was the peculiar sin of the 
Pharisees. Christ roundly condemned it. 
And yet Christian parents can be very 
successful at creating a new generation of 
young Pharisees who live with no sense of 
need for the Gospel at all, because they’re 
quite good at keeping external rules. 
That’s pretty scary to me. 
 

We need to see that the final years of a 
child’s life at home are a time of unprece-
dented opportunity. As a child’s world 
unfolds before him and he experiences 
greater freedom, his heart gets revealed. 
This means that we have to take every 

opportunity to be part of the final stage of 
preparation. Being involved with our 
teenagers at a deep level is something we 
mustn’t avoid. 
 

What’s the real problem that teen-
agers face? Is it their hormones or 
is it their hearts? The world says it’s 
their hormones; but the Bible says, in 
literally hundreds of ways, that human 
beings live out of their hearts. We like to 
think that it’s other people and circum-
stances that cause us to do what we do. 
However, this little bit of blame-shifting 
comes straight out of the garden of Eden. 
The Bible says that our situations and 
relationships are merely the occasions in 
which our hearts express themselves. I 
really live out of my heart. The heart is 
the directional system for each one of us. 
 

What do you mean when you use 
the word ‘heart?’ 
The Bible has a very simple anthropology. 
It says that people consist of two parts: 
the outer man—which is your earth suit, 
and the inner man—which is your spiri-
tual self. The Bible uses a number of 
words—mind, emotion, will, spirit—to 
describe the heart. In a sense, “the heart” 
is one, big basket term; it’s really biblical 
shorthand for the inner man and all its 
functions. 
 

The Bible attributes many important 
functions to the heart. It tells us that we 
feel, think, purpose, desire, believe with 
our hearts. We also receive or reject God’s 
new covenant with them, too. This means 
that if the heart is the steering wheel of 
the human being, if it’s the thing that 
causes us to do what we do, then it’s quite 
obvious that the focus of parenting has to 
be the heart. 
 

Christ, as you know, uses the example of 
the tree to explain the function of the 
heart. You look at the tree and its fruit 
and you say: “That’s an apple tree, be-
cause it has apples.” Now we know that 
the reason it has apples is because it is 
apple-istic right down to its roots. If it 
wasn’t an apple tree by nature, it wouldn’t 
produce apples. In Christ’s example, the 
tree equals the heart, and the fruit equals 
behavior and its consequences. 

An interview with Dr. Paul Tripp 

Portions of Dr. Tripp’s in-
terview will be printed in 
the next few issues of the 
Concord Vine. 
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November Schedules  
Children’s Church - Concord 
Nov 1 - Tammy & Emma Eustis 
Nov 8 - Gretchen Smith & Griffin Sweatt 
Nov 15 - Jennifer McManus & Cynthia Duncan 
Nov 22 - Laura & Carolyn Mueller 
Nov 29 - Mary Mueller & Melissa Allen 
 

Nursery - Concord 
Nov 1 - Alice West, Shawn Wissore, & Cynthia Duncan 
Nov 8 - Stacey & Josh Nurnberger, Staci Fox 
Nov 15 - Mike & Betty Dietz, Kaila Badger 
Nov 22 - Shawna Jones & Erika Schramm-Stitzel 
Nov 29 - Konrad & Joan Kloos, Miriam Badger 
 

Refreshments - New Harmony 
Nov 1 - Carole Harres 
Nov 8 - Sue Meppiel 
Nov 15 - Sonja Meppiel 
Nov 22 - Nancy Nobbe 
Nov 29 - Dorothy Pieper  

Greeters - Concord 
Nov 1 - Bud & Alice West 
Nov 8 - Beverly Richards & Loty Jones 
Nov 15 - Margaret Stephanides & Sue Goodnick 
Nov 22 - Janice Nolan & Shirley Badger 
Nov 29 - John & Cindy Franke 
 

Greeters - New Harmony 
Nov 1 - Hib and Carole Harres 
Nov 8 - Cort and Becca Hubbard 
Nov 15 - Dayna and Abigail Miller 
Nov 22 - Nancy Nobbe and Clif Asselmeier 
Nov 29 - Jim and Sue Meppiel 
 

Fellowship Meal Clean-up (Nov 15): 
Cooper and Hesterberg fold groups 

 

Deacon of the Month:  
Mike Dietz 
 

Floor Waxing Team:  
Nov  (upstairs) - Jon Stitzel 
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The Gideon Expression Card Program 
By:  Konrad Kloos 
 
For several years, the Gideons have provided a dis-
play, located in the lobby, with Gideon Expression 
Cards. Gideon Expression cards enable you to dedi-
cate Scriptures in memory, or in recognition, of a 
friend or loved one. You can also use these unique 
cards to acknowledge a special event or occasion in 
someone’s life or simply to say, “I’m thinking of you.” 
 
Each Gideon card provides a brief testimony on the 
back of the card of how God has worked in someone’s 
life as a result of receiving a Scripture from the Gide-
ons. These Scriptures, placed in areas around the 
world served by the Gideons, provide a lasting memo-
rial. 
 
Or, if you simply want to make a smaller donation 
that can still send God’s Word to someone in need, 
consider ordering their occasion and holiday cards. 
These special cards are similar to any quality greeting 
card you might send to recognize a birthday, anniver-

sary, wedding or other important 
occasion. But there is one life-
changing difference. For about the 
same price as an ordinary card, 
you’ll also be sending one Scrip-
ture somewhere in the world to a 
person in need of knowing God. 
 
Gideon Expressions enable you to 
minister where you can’t go – around the world. 
These cards serve as another arm of your ministry 
and mission activity, helping to fulfill the Great Com-
mission. 
 
You may order occasion and holiday cards that will 
send God’s Word by visiting the Gideon’s website, 
www.Gideons.org, or calling the toll free number: 
866-382-4253. Your investment in Gideon Expres-
sion cards will be used by God to transform the lives 
of many for the Lord Jesus Christ. 



November Anniversaries: 

10 – Roy & Anola Henke  

18 – Don & Brenda Wetters  

20 – Don & Lois McCrosky  

22 – Richard & Paula Stumpf  

23 – Mike & Joni Cygan  

27 – John & Cindy Franke  

28 – Ron & Joy Schewe  

November  Birthdays: 

1 –  Calla Espenschied 

3 –  Erin Stumpf, Alice West (Bud) 

7 –  Reid Sweatt, Stefan Kult 

8 –  Chris Allen, Amie Williams 

9 –  Judee Sliment 

11 – Miriam Badger, Bud Kettler 

12 – Floyd Jones 

15 – Matt Nugent 

16 – Dylan Duncan 

18 – Lewis Asselmeier, Ron Jones 

19 – Ethan Bullock, Camille Cooper, Marty Gleich,   

         Carey Schmeink 

20 – Sonja Meppiel 

22 – Debbie Ripplinger 

26 – Shelby Nugent, Annie Dale Wissore 

27 – Jake King 

30 – Kloee Schmeink 

 

 

338 Covington Drive 

Waterloo, IL 62298 

Phone: 618-939-7116, 618-939-4890 

E-mail: concordpres@gmail.com 

 

Website: www.concordwaterloo.org, www.newharmonycolumbia.org 

Concord Presbyterian Church  

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Where you can grow and serve for God’s glory, by His grace. 


